BRICKLAYER

SLEEPER WALLS

Sleeper walls are customarily built
honeycomb, for air circulation below
floors. It is sometimes worth con-
sideration whether a more economical
practice, when the under-floor space
is 3 ft. or more in depth, is not the
formation of a number of isolated
piers supporting stiffer sleepers, or
even the omission of intermediate sup-
ports and construction of floors on
stout joists or with binders.

CAVITY WALLS

Hollow walls. The pronouncement
of B.R.S. that " no case of the pene-
tration of moisture through a properly
designed and constructed cavity wall"
has ever been brought to their notice,
with the declaration that " with the
materials at present available, the
cavity wall is by far the most satis-
factory form of construction for
domestic buildings/' should have done
much to remove doubts which have
been entertained by many as to the
merits of this form of construction.

WEAK POINTS

Apart from such obvious (and pre-
ventable) failures as are liable to be
caused by carelessly allowing blobs
of mortar to lodge on the metal wall
ties, such troubles as have arisen have
generally been around openings, and
more rarely at the base and head of
the cavity. The section shown in Fig.
14 gives a safe detail at each of four
vital points (see also Fig. 9), and the
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two plans A and B (Fig. 15) are
based on the recommendations of
B.E.S. Questions and Answers, 3rd
Series, No. 175, which follow prac-
tices adopted by many architects with
success for some years past. A variant,
C, has also been used with success
when it has been desired to set
window frames nearly flush with
external wall face. "When bituminous
felt is employed as vertical damp-
course in this position, it is unrolled
as the work rises, and is very con-
veniently so used. The pressed steel
cavity frame shown later in Fig. 135
is another satisfactory method of
securing disconnection.

The solid wall-head shown in Fig.
14 stabilises the outer skin of walling
by transferring to it some of the
weight and thrust of roof construc-
tion ; apart from some such treatment,

